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SUBJECT: VISIT WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 

1 . I USED THE OCCASION OF A FAREWELL CALL ON FOREIGN 
MINISTER GONZALEZ-REVILLA TO COVER A NUMBER OF SUBJECTS. 

MINISTER, WHO HAS BEEN BEDRIDDEN WITH INTESTINAL TROUBLE, 

WAS CORDIAL AND RECEPTIVE. DEMARCHE ON THE WORLD CONFER- 
ENCE ON RACISM WAS MADE AND REPORTED SEPTEL. 

2. AFTER DISCUSSION OF LOCAL POLITICAL SCENE AND SOME 
HOUSEKEEPING ITEMS, I RAISED MATTER OF PUERTO RICO. I 

GAVE HIM STANDARD TREATMENT-THAT THIS WAS INTERNAL ISSUE 
-AND REMINDED HIM OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S RECENT MESSAGE 
TO THE PUERTO RICAN PEOPLE. HE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD OUR 
POSITION. HE ALSO ADMITTED IT WAS CLEAR THAT VAST MAJORI- 
TYP OF PUERTO RICANS OPPOSE INDEPENDENCE AT THIS TIME. 

BUT HE SAID IT WAS HARD FOR PANAMA AND OTHERS TO REJECT 
OUT OF HAND APPEALS MADE ON THIS MATTER BY INDEPENDENCE- 
MINDED PUERTO RICANS IN INTERNATIONAL FORUMS. WHY ISN'T 
IT POSSIBLE, HE ASKED, TO GET MORE EFFECTIVE SPOKESMEN 
FOR MAJORITY PUERTO RICAN OPINION TO ATTEND AND SPEAK UP 
AT INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS, SUCH AS THE NON-ALIGNED CON- 
FERENCES, ETC.? IF THEY TOOK A STRONG STAND THAT THE 
FATE OF PUERTO RICO WAS THEIR PROBLEM AND THAT THEY DIDN'T 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 061 15 232216Z 

WELCOME OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE, PANAMA AND OTHERS THEN COULD 
GIVE SUPPORT TO THAT VIEW. NO ONE IN LATIN AMERICA COULD 
AFFORD TO TAKE AN OPENLY INTERVENTIONIST POSITION IN FACE 
OF THAT KIND OF STRONG STAND BY LEGITIMATE PUERTO RICANS. 

I TOLD HIM HE HAD MADE A GOOD POINT AND THAT I WOULD CON- 
VEY SAME. 
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3. I REMINDED HIM OF THE STRONG ANTI-HIJACKING POLICY 
ADOPTED AT THE BONN SUMMIT. I INFORMED HIM THAT HE WOULD 
SOON BE GETTING A REQUEST FOR AN APPOINTMENT BY ONE OF MY 
COLLEAGUES (PROBABLY THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR SINCE BONN'S 
AMBASSADOR IS ON LEAVE) TO DISCUSS THIS. I TOLD HIM THAT 

ANY DEMARCHE ON THIS SUBJECT WOULD HAVE THE FULL BACKING OF 
MY GOVERNMENT. HE SAID HIS GOVERNMENT WAS STRONGLY OPPOSED 
TO HIJACKERS AND HE WOULD LISTEN TO THE DEMARCHE WITH 
SYMPATHY. 

4. I BROUGHT UP AGAIN THE VEXED QUESTION OF SQUATTER EN- 
CROACHMENT ON THE CANAL ZONE. I TOLD HIM THE SITUATION WAS 
GETTING WORSE AND THAT IT POSED A THREAT TO THE WATER 
SUPPLY OF THE CANAL AND TO THE SAFETY OF SOME PEOPLE 
OPERATING NEAR MILITARY AREAS. I SUGGESTED HE HAVE SOME- 
ONE KNOWLEDGEABLE IN HIS GOVERNMENT GIVE HIM A THOROUGH 
BRIEFING ON THE SUBJECT. I SAID IT SEEMED TO ME THAT THE 
ONLY ANSWER WAS SOME FORM OF RELOCATION AND THAT THE AC- 
TIONS TAKEN SHOULD BE COOPERATIVE, WITH FULL PARTICIPATION 
BY THE GUARDIA NACIONAL. 

5. FINALLY, I NOTED THE PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF NOTES ON 
ECONOMIC AND MILITARY COOPERATION. I SAID IT WAS MY IM- 
PRESSION THAT ALL DIFFERENCES HAD BEEN RESOLVED. HE SAID 
HE WOULD CONSULT WITH HIS LEGAL ADVISER AND HOPED THE 
NOTES COULD BE EXCHANGED THIS WEEK. JORDEN 
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